






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































District "M" 

County Amount 

Cherry --------···-····--·· ··-· ....... $1 09,684.2 48 

Dawes ···-··--·········--·······--··········-·--
Sheridan ···-·-····--···· .................... . 
Sioux ······-·······--·----·· ................... . 

32,501.8H 
53,282.S62 
37,699.349 

Total ....................................... $233,168.303 

District "N" 

Banner ··-·-·······-··-·---····---···········--$ 16,030.120 
Cheyenne .................................... 44,901.391 
Deuel ............................................ 25,727.596 
Kimball ........................................ 19,828.154 
Scotts Blutr.................................. 28,495.218 

Total ........................................ $134,982.4 i9 

District "0" 

Arthur ......................................... $ 15,630.369 
Box Butte...................................... 23,987.744 
Garden ........................................ 31,408.779 
Grant ............................................ 13,692.780 
Mprrlll .......................................... 28,981.261 

Total ........................................ $113,700.933 

District up, 

County Amount 
Blaine ......................................... $ 14,226.784 
Hooker ................. :....................... 13,858.486 
Logan ............................................ 11,897.764 
MePherson .................................. 
Thomas ........................................ 12,847.696 

Total ........................................ $ 69,190.312 

Total amount of state an•l 
federal aid available for dis­
trict for year 1918, $93,202.31'(1 

Total amount of state and 
federal aid available for 
trict for year 1918, $53,955.391 

Total amount of state and 
federal aid available for dis­
trict for year 1918, $45,448.240 

Total amount of state and 
federal aid available for dis­
trict for year 1918, $27,678.390 
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District "Q" 

Buffalo ......................................... $ 
Dawson 
Keith .......................................... . 
Lincoln 
Perkins 

51,079.474 
43,492.638 
22,179.997 
65,628.506 
15,136.361 

Total ......................................... $197,516.976 

District "R'' 

Chase ............................................ $ 21,159.656 
Dundy .......................................... 24,228.852 
Hayes ............................................ 16,719.502 
Hitchcock .................................... 20,930.576 
Red Wfllow.................................. 33,883.996 

Total ........................................ $116,922.582 

Frontier ........................................ $ 
Furnas 
Gosper 
Harlan 
Phelps 

District us" 

32,218.626 
34,283.000 
19,781.886 
27,343.700 
29,307.040 

Total ........................................ $142,934.252 

'.total amount ot' state and 
federal aid available for dis­
trict tor year 1918, $78,961.05& 

Total amount of state an•! 
federal aid available for dis· 
trict for year 1918, $46,736.851 

Total amount of state and 
federal aid available for dis­
trict for year 1918, $57,134.6H 

Flv~ year period State and Federal Aid, $3,201,389.94 



SCHEDULE OF STATE AND FEDERAL AID ROAD FUND 

FINANCIAL ~TATEMENT OF COUNTIES, AUG., 1917, TO NOV. 1, 1918 

ON 

STATE AND FEDERAL ROAD FUNDS APPROPRIATED FOR 
FISCAL YEARS 1917-18-19 

County 
Amt. 3-Year 

Appropriation 

District A 

Johnson 
Nemaha 

.............................. $ 

Otoe ..................................... . 
Pawnee .............................. .. 
Richardson ........................ .. 

• District B 

Butler 
Cass ..................................... . 
Douglas ............................... . 
Sarpy .................................. .. 
Saunders 

District c 

Burt ··-···------·········--········· 
Colfax ··--··--··-········-··-······-···-
Cuming ···-----·-········-·-·-·······-· 
Dodge ···········-------·······--·-······· 
Washington ····--···--·······--·---

l 

District D 

Cedar ·-----······-----·········--········ 
Dakota ·····-·----·········----·········· 
Dixon ---------·······-············-······ 
Thurston ····················--------·· 
Wayne ····--·········-----·····-··-----· 

District E 

Antelope ······························ 
Knox ············-················--····· 
Madison ······························ 
Pierce ·································· 
Stanton ................................ 

10,814.138 
11,797.241 
17,536.419 
11,412.123 
17,018.024 

14,814.691 
16,863.963 
66,767.730 

7,438.673 
20,188.267 

12,351.477 
10,866.243 
14,459.351 
15,421.578 
10,966.350 

16,184.082 
6,376.333 

11,128.779 
6,749.519 

10,227.435 

16,474.943 
21,084.539 
15,520.255 
11,070.730 
7,816.523 

Amount 
Expended 

$ 121.01 
765.88 

1,157.17 
122.03 
789.14 

783.73 
368.66 
396.52 
119.50 
640.88 

717.75 
386.34 
604.93 
361.33 
761.54 

1,596.43 
118.61 
858.03 
118.85 
548.70 

135.35 
429.78 
610.95 
117.85 
353.06 

$ 

Balance 

10,693.128 
11,031.361 
16,379.249 
11,290.093 
16,228.884 

14,030,961 
16,495.303 
66.371.210 
7,319.173 

19,547.387 

11,633.727 
10,479.903 
13,854.421 
15,060.248 
10,204.810 

14,587,652 
6,257.723 

10,270.749 
6,630.669 
9,678.735 

16,339.593 
20,654.759 
14,909.305 
10,952.880 

7,463.463 



Amt. 3-Year Amount 
County Appropriation Expended 

District F 

Boone ................................... . 
Merrick ............................... . 
Nance ................................. . 
Platte ................................... . 
Polk ..................................... . 

District G 

Gage ..................................... . 
Jelferson ............................. . 
Lancaster ........................... . 
Saline ................................... . 
Seward 

District H 

Clay ..................................... . 
F1llmore ............................. . 
Nuckolls ............................. . 
Thayer ................................. . 
York 

District I 

Adams 
Franklin 
Webster 
Kearney 

District J 

Greeley ............................... . 
Hall ..................................... . 
Hamilton ........................... . 
Howard ............................... . 

Sherman ............................. . 

14,262.983 
11,351.132 
9,104.181 

16,989.617 
11.838.453 

26,024.638 
15,899.059 
40,754.771 
16.616.636 
15,765.373 

15,940.603 
15,6~8.818 

13,209.739 
15,089.596 
17.318.265 

17,214.131 
11,441.469 
12,403.412 
10,098.238 

8,838.154 
15,981.636 
14,652.446 
10,823.946 

10.038.724 

• 

316.36 
119.66 
231.66 
885.-52 
422.69 

582.48 
236.00 

5,695.29 
122.18 
828.68 

886.73 
277.42 

1,029.32 
244.99 
731.38 

1,061.04 
385.43 

1,998.76 
396.89 

119.53 
1,445.28 

366.60 
595.57 

850.29 

Balance 

13,946.623 
11,231.472 
8,872.521 

16,104.097 
11,415.753 

25,442.158 
15,663.059 
35,059.481 
16,494.456 
14,936 .. 693 

15,053.873 
15,361.398 
12,180.419 
14,844.606 
16,586.885 

16,153.091 
11,056.039 
10,404.652 
9,701.348 

8,718.624 
14,536.356 
14,285.846 
10,228.376 
9.188.434 
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Amt. 3-Year Amount 
County Appropriation Expended 

District K 

Custer .................................. 35,359.119 
Garfield ................................ 6,<172.640 
Loup ...................................... 5,559.491 
Valley .................................. 10,943.010 
Wheeler ................................ 5,522.379 

District L 

Boyd 
Brown ................................. . 
Holt ..................................... . 
Keya Paha ......................... . 
Rock ..................................... . 

District M 

Cherry 
Dawes ................................. . 
Sheridan ............................. . 
Sioux ..................................... . 

District N 

Banner ................................. . 
Cheyenne ........................... . 
Deuel ................................... . 
Klmbl!,ll ............................... . 
Scottsbluff 

District 0 

Arthur .............................•.... 
Box Butte ........................... . 
Garden ....................... ' .......... . 
Grant ................................... . 
Morrill ................................. . 

District P 

Blaine ................................... . 
Hooker ................................. . 
Logan ................................... . 
McPherson ......................... . 
Thomas ............................... . 

9,502.639 
10,808.639 
27,644.916 

6,386.588 
9,795.926 

43,843.032 
12,991.716 
21,298.347 
15,069.205 

6,407.602 
17,947.953 
10,283.829 
7,925.748 

11,390.259 

6,247.389 
9,588.425 

12,554.715 
5,473.291 

11,584.420 

5,686.750 
5,539.531 
4,768.685 
6,539.276 
5,144.148 

1,561.24 
117.34 
120.96 
118.17 
118.10 

696.30 
118.27 
521.43 
117.38 
122.56 

154.46 
362.80 

1,827.66 
453.83 

1,550.57 
116.25 
116.75 
594.37 
674.26 

118.98 
920.52 
568.56 
662.19 
569.29 

118.09 
117.77 
570.89 
449.57 
118.98 

Balance 

33,797.879 
6,355.300 
5,438.531 

10,824.840 
5,404.279 

8,806.339 
10,690.369 
27,123.486 

6,269.208 
9,673.366 

43,688.572 
12,628.916 
19,470.687 
14,615.375 

4.857.032 
17,831.703 
10,167.079 
7,331.378 

10,715.999 

6,128.409 
8,667.905 

11,986.155 
4,811.101 

11,015.130 

5,568.660 
5,421 761 
4,197.795 
6,089.706 
5,025.168 
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Amt. 3-Year Amount 
County Appropriation Expended 

District Q 

Buffalo ................................. . 
Dawson ............................... . 
Keith ................................... . 
Lincoln 
Perkins 

District R 

Chase ................................... . 
Dundy ................................... . 
Hayes ................................... . 
Hitchcock ........................... . 
Red Willow 

District S 

Frontier ............................... . 
Furnas 
Gosper 
Harlan 
Phelps 

20,417.878 
17,385.162 

8,865.808 
26,233.246 

6,058.962 

8,45ll.003 
9,684.849 
6,683.170 
8,366.467 

13,544.362 

12,878.609 
13,703.846 
7,907.362 

10,930.020 
11,714.837 

$1,279,757.675 

905.54 
119.10 
117.47 
998.50 
193.18 

541.40 
380.19 
522.69 
262.12 
222.34 

605.'07 
505.26 
341.98 
435.72 
251.61 

$52,893.48 

Balance 

19,512.338 
17,266.062 

8,74R.338 
25,234.746 

5,865.782 

7,91fl.603 
9,304.659 
6,160.480 
8,104.347 

13,322.022 

12,273.539 
13,198.586 
7,565.382 

10,494.300 
11,463.227 

$1,226,864.195 

SUMMARY OF 3-YEAR APPROPRIATIONS, 1917-18-19 

Total State and Federal appropriatlon. ........................................... $1,279,757.68 
Total expenditures, August 1, 1917 to November 1, 1918............ 52,893.48 

Balance, November 1, 1918 .......................................................... $1,226,864.20 



4SC 

nNANCIAL REPORT 1917-1918 
Novembe-r 1. 1918 

~tate Enginee.r ............................... 
1 

$1,041.67 
1

1 $1,041.67 
1

1 $5,000.00 \ $3,9".>8.34 
1

1 $1,041.68 
As~:~h;taut State Engineer............. .. ""

600
;50 •• 00

64 
I !~-.0630 3.~.oo 3 

.... 
1 
.. 
82
··:·.-

4 
.. ·
4
· 1

1
, 

Under Sec. ........................................ ~ - 17.5d 
Htenographer .................................. 352.32 350.00 1,680.00 1,227.781 452.2'..! 
omce expense ......................... 447.48 118.59 4,000.00 3,624.02 3To.0g 
Extra help ....... ................................ 2,991.57 1 1,103.20 25,000.00 21,4W.51 3,559.41l 

r::~~~~::::nt e~:~·~ .-·:::·:·_·.-:::··. : :::) 1:!lll!l:~~ ! 540.53 6,m:~ ' . 4,~~:~ ! 1-f~:~ 

.YeeS' pald to General Fund ...... , .................................. ·J $936.38 J $'J36.38 
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STATUS OF FEDERAL AID WORK IN NEBRASKA 

1600 mlles of road have been surveyed. 
952 mtles for which plans and specifications have been 

prepared. 
199.12 miles of contracts have been let for an aggre· 

gate cost of $528,678.08. 
16 Projects, comprising 512.40 miles have been ap­

proved to date by the U. S. Department of Public 
Roads. 

PROJECTS APPROVED TO DATE 

1. Lincoln-Emerald ........................................................................ 5.5 Mlles 
2. State Line-Falls ·C~ty-Nebraska City.................................... 57.37 Miles 
3. Hall •county .................................................................................. 32.25 Miles 
4. •Cedar-Wayne County (Hartington to Wayne).................... 36.3 Miles 
6. Norfolk-Columbus ...................................................................... 52.25 Miles 
7. Superior-Harvard-Minden ............................................ 94.0 40% Com. 

10. North Platte-Sutherland .......................................................... 19.1 Miles 
12. Stapleton-Ringgold ... ~............................................................... 17.5 Miles 
14. O'N~>Ul-Butte ............................................................................... . 41.8 Miles 
17. H.avelock-Wiaverly ..................................................................... . 10.0 Miles 
19. West Emerald ........................................................................... . 4.0 Miles 
21. Alliance-Antioch ........................................................................ .. 15.0 Miles 
22. Broken Bow•County Line ......................................................... . 35.0 Miles 
23. Washington-Burt ...................................................................... .. 34.8 Miles 
27.. Fremont•Ceresco ....................................................................... . 31.53 Miles 
29. ·Osceola-David City ................................................................... . 26.0 Mlles 

Of this num-ber, 199.12. miles have been let for contracts. All of the 
199.12 miles of road under contract will be of earth construction with 
permanent bridges and culverts, with the exception of 3.25 miles of 
Sand-clay road In Hall County and 5¥, miles of brick road In Lancaster 
County. 



STATUS OF ROAD WORK FOR I•ROJECTS WHICH HAVE BEEN SURVEYED 

0 I I ~ Z I Z 
~ I XA~m o~· noAn 1 -<.= I 
;: ~~ ~ ~_; I. ~ 
~ I i.:i t.: 
~7ncoJn-Emerald ~~------ ~ - :::::::T5:"5-

1
13~J..~ ~;~~k/ 

2 j ~tatto Line-Falls City-!\ebraska City 57.37 J<~arth Road 

: j ~:J~r~,t"a~;~e c·~::··aa·rti·~g:ton to \Va~·ue. ~;o I :: I 
App~.oved j App~?v<'d "nder contract, 75% complete 

I
I ··ndE"r contract, 10% complpte 

:_·ndf.'r contract, 2&/h complt>tP.o 
\waiting project agreement 

fi Xorfolk-ColumbuN ....... 52.23 1 

I 
" Awaiting proj_ect agreement 

7 ~nperfor-Harvard-Minden 94.0 I rndt:>r contract, 1090 complt>te-
10 Xorth Platte~Sutherland 19.1 1 " .:::utverts under contract. Xo hlds 

reeeivPd on grading 
Awaiting App•J ZO% Complett Survey complete 11 

12 
H 
J:; 
HI 
17 
18 
l!t 
~'() 

21 

Smitblleld~Elwood 
~taplt>ton-Ringgold 
O'Xelli-Buttp ... 
AJUan(·e-Hay Springs 
I\:iml~all-Harrisburg 
HavE.'lock· \Va,·erly 
Llneoln·Beatriee 
"~e~'~t Emerald .... 
Douglas Count.v·IAn<•oln 
Alliance-Antloeh 

8.0 

. : 1li:~ 
·~~ .... 148.() 
~~·~~~· 26.5 
~·~~~. 10.0 
~~~~~~. 37.0 

.j 4.0 
28.0 
1ii.O 

ApprOVl"d I Approved -\11 bids rejected 

I 
Ruhmftted 5C'f,; ComplPtf \waiting approval project statf2>ment " I Complete \waiting approva.l projf>et statf2>ment 
Approved " .\waiting approv~l projert statPmf'nt 

) Approved Approved ~ontract Jet ~eptPmt.f'r 28 
Submfttf2>d )50% Compleb Plans revhwd 

I .. Approvf'd I, Submitted Awaiting approval of plans 

I 
Suhmitt£"d 30% Complete Plans awaiting revision 

•• Complete \waiting approval 
Clay 1'1. 

LrtchfieJrl.Brokf'n Row 35. [Earth Roa(J \waiting approval project stat<'ment 
\Vaiihlngton·Burt ...... ----------··------- 26.3 " Approved Project and plans revi~ed 
Iiearney·Pleasanton ......................... , 17.5 " Submitted I " Awaiting approval projf'f't ~tatf'mf2>nt 
Harrison.Whitnf'y I 54.7 II " ~ot 8nhmitted 16% Completf Awaiting re·survey 
Xf'hral'lka City·PlattHmoutb II 3!J.!) u 00% Completf survey complete 
Jndianola·Red \Vi !low 8.0 ) " 50% Complf'tf \:urvey complete-
Hyannis- Whitman ....... . .. . .. 12.!) I " ) " ;;urvey complete 
Douglas County-0. L. D... 9.5 l'lfi% Cornpletf urvey complete 
FrP-mont·CereS'Co ......... 

1

1 34.5. 7:i% Complete urvey complete 
Seward-Aurora . ....... 50.&) ;oock f'ompletr urvey complete 
Hamlet-Imperial .................. ·····-;--·· 27.:i 1 j " Survey complete 
St. Panl·Grand Island.... 17.0 , '20-% Complete urvey complete 
\VP~t Point·Stanton 35.6 I 40% Complete urvev eom IPtP 

c 
~ 



.. 
0 

~ ~ = 
~.,.., NAME OF ROAD "'l5 t:~ m 

~ tr«l !. 4) 41 c:l 

REMARKS 

'¥ =~ ~ f~ £ 
2~~~~~70~-------------------.~~~~d,~~~~~~--~~~00~~~~~~-+~~~~·=~~~~~~~= 

J:.~remont-Ames ...... ·······I o.94 j Concrete I Complete Awaiting action ot local authorities 
Genoa-Albion .......... ----·---~24,0 IIO:art~. Road -!0% Completf' Survey complete 
Curtis-Stockville ... . . ....... 21.9 lOo/o Complete Survey complete 
Hastings-Red Cloud ....... 38.5 " Not Submitted \20% Complete Survey comp-lete 
Cambridge-Ox1'ord ....... 32.5 u 10% Complete Survey complete 
Schuyler-Columbus ... \16.5 40% Complet~ Survey complete 
Broadwater-Oshkosh ... 29.0 ,. 10c/c Complete Survey complete 
Osceola-David City ....................... 26.0 

1 

70~"'/c Complett Awaiting change ol alignment 
Bloomington-Orleans 2.'t5 10£/o Compl~t< Complete 
Bloomington~Minden 34.5 5% Complete Survey complete 
BPatrice· Fairbury . ---------------···· 31.12 )10% Complete Survey complete 

~~~:~~;~~~gr~·n··-----···· .. -------------··-···-···- ~~:~ ~~ · 11g~ g~~~}~~~ ~~~~:~ ~~=g~:~; 
Rockville·Loup City to County line .......... 25.3 " I " Survey complete 
Niobrara~Neliai-h ...... --------------······-- 59.2 :\ ot ~uhmitt{"d ( 

NAME OF ROAD 

~argent~'l'aylor~Harrop . 
Oxtord·B{'aver City-Arapahoe 
Re~~urvey Harrt~on~ 'Vhltnpy 

······-1 20.0 
. ·--I 30.0 

............. 1 5-1.7 

SUR''EYS HEINO ~lADE 

I 
I 
I 

I 8. Clay ' 
IEartl!, H.oadl 

UW,1,, of ~u rvey 
10% of ~nvey 
2:-it;'t of !'In rypy 

Per CPnt of 8urn·y Completp 

eomplet{' 
complete 
('OillJllPtt'-

0 

"' 
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FOLLOWING ARE THE PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION: 

1. Lincoln-Emerald ............................................................. . 
Miles 

5.5 
57.37 
32.25 

2. Falls City-Nebraska City .......................................... . 
3. Hall County ..................................................................... . 
7. Superior-Harvard-Minden .............................................. 94.0 

17. Havelock-Waverly ............ ,............................................. 10.0 

12. 
4. 
5. 

19. 

Following projects are ready for bidding: 
Stapleton-Ringgold 
Cedar-Wayne ............................................................................... . 
Norfolk-Columbus ..................................................................... . 
West Emerald .......................................................................... , 

75% Com. 
40% Com. 
40% Com 
40% Com. 
20% Com. 

17.5 Miles 
36.3 Miles 
52.25 Miles 

4.0 Miles 

Total .................................................................................. 110.05 Miles 

November 1, 1918 
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

1 plus 

---~1 ----------~--- I T~~~~~~r ~~I 

1Eng. & Con- Amount 
:\o_. _' _ _ __ ::proje('t . _ _ _ I ttngencieR I Expendf'd I B1tlunce 

-!,· -~ ~~~~~~;:r;;~~!~u-~C:Ity lo;~~ras-k·acli:Y 1 $2~i:~Z:&i •$3.~~~ I ·~i:~T~:~~ 
:1 1. Hull County .......................... ~ .... ,...................... 39,473.61 420.17 I 39,0.'\3.44 
7 ~ Supertor-HarYard-MfndPn Road.~:==---~~n,761~-~,~-r.6 L ~~H,89SJH 

• Amount i-'XfJf'IHlPtl null IJulan<•f> shown on Projpet No. 1 is with re:t'f'rcnce to 
I·,f'flt>ral fund onl~'· 

26 Projects, comprising a total of 507.12 miles have been sub­
mitted and plans, specifications and estimates are nearly completed. 
They await the approval of the Government. 

10. North Platte .................................................................... . 19.0 Miles 
11. Smithfield-Elwood ..................................................................... . 8.0 Miles 
18. Lincoln-Beatrice ........................................................................ .. 37.0 Mlles 
20. Douglas County (Lincoln Highway) .................................. .. 28.0 Miles 
25. Beatrice-Fairbury .................................................................... .. 31.12 Miles 
26. Hamlet-Imperial ........................................................................ .. 27.5 Miles 
28. Nebraska City-Plattsmouth ................................................... . 33.9 Miles 
30. Beaver City-Holbrook .............................................................. .. 21.5 Miles 
31. Allen-Ponca ................................................................................. . 17.0· Miles 
32. Red Cloud-Ayr .......................................................................... .. 28.5 Mlles 
33. Niobrara-creighton .................................................................. .. 23.0· Miles 
34. .Burwell-Deverre ........................................................................ .. 9.7 Miles 
35. 0. L. D. Douglas County ........................................................... . 9.5 'Miles 
36. Pawnee County .......................................................................... .. 19.0 Miles 
37. Loup City-Rockville ................................................................. . 25.3 Miles 
38. ·Curtis-Stockville ........................................................................ .. 21.9 Miles 
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39. Overton~Cozad 30.5 Miles 
40. Hebron-Belvidere ....................................................................... . 15.75 Miles 
41. Max-Doane ................................................................................... . 13.9 Miles 
42. ·Sargent-Harrop ........................................................................... . 23.0 Miles 
43. Tecumseh to County Line ...................................................... .. 17.0 Mile• 
44. Litchfield-West County Line ................................................ .. 3.5 Miles 
45. Harrison-Forrest Reserve ................................................ . 8.25 Miles 
46. MicCook-Bartley ......................................................................... . 17.8 Miles 
47. Pleasanton Road ....................................................... · ................ . 7.5 Miles 
48. Kearney Road ............................................................................ . 10.0 Miles 

19 Projects, com!Pris!ng a total of 407.29 mHes have been surveyed, 
and 75% o[ the plans and specifications are completed. They are as 
follows: 

Indianola-Red Willow ................................................................. . 
Hyannis-Whitman ...................................................... . 
Seward-Aurora .................................................... .. 
St. Paul-Grand Island ........................................................ . 
Stanton-Pilger 
Fremont-Ames 
Genoa-Albion ........................................................ . 
Cambridge-Oxford ..................................................... .. 

Schuyler-Columbus ......................... .. 
Broadwater-Oshkosh 
Bloom~ngton-Orleans 

Bloomington-Minden 
Geneva-Hebron ...... .. 
Valentine-Sparks .......... .. 
Walthill-Rosalie .. . 
Emerald-Dorchester 
Douglas-Highway Q St. Road .................... .. 
Kimball .... .. .......................... .. 
Harrisburg ....................................................................................... .. 

8.0 Miles 
12.9 Miles 
50.85 Miles 
17.0 Miles 

35.6 Miles 
5.94 Miles 

24.0 Miles 
32.5 Miles 

16.5 Miles 
29.0 Miles 
23.5 Miles 
34.5 Miles 
25.1 Miles 
24.5 Miles 
16.0 Miles 
19.1 Miles 
12.5 Miles 
11.0 Miles 

8.8 Miles 
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STATl'S OF ROAD WORK FOR PROJECTS WIDCH HAVE BEEN SURVEYED 

NA~IE OF H\lAD 

Lincoln-I<~meralU 
:--·.t;tte I.im•--Falls 
Hall Conuly 

........ ··············· ·----1 r:Q.5 ... 
('ity-Xt•hra:-.ka City. ·) ilL~' 

Cl·dar- \\'n,rnr> co.-Hurtingl on- \Vayne 
:\ orfolk-Colum!Jus 
:'::11 peri or-Harvard- ::\linflen 
!\'orth Plntte-~utht>rland 
~mithfiPld 
~-t :1 plPton-Ringgnld 
O'Neill-Butte 
Han• lock- "'averly 
LinC'oln-Heotri(·e 
\Yf'st Emf'rald 
Douglas Co., Lincoln Highway .. 
.-\llinnee-Antio('h 
Uroken How-County Line 

·washington-B nrt 

HNI trice-Fu irlmry 
Il:tmlet-Imrwrin 1 
Frpmont-t 'l'rPH('O 

-~-~gu 
. 52 .. 2;; 
. U4.0 
. HU 

.... J 8.0 
--..! 17.5 
.... 

1 

41.8 
.... 10.0 
.... [ 37.0 
----1' 4.0 ..... 128.0 
..... lG.O 

.... 35.0 
I 

I ::::2 
:::::1 ~f:g3. 

!l.3.H XL•IJraskn ~ity-Plattsmouth 
Osep.ola-D:n-ld City 
Hpavf>r Cit:r,Holhrook 
Allen-Ponca 

. ··----~---_-_::::) ~~:g 
Ht>d Cloud-Ayr 
( '(>nter- -('rl'ighton 

Bunn'11-Df'verrt~ 
Dougla~ County 0. 
Pawnf'e- ('ounty 
Loup City-Ho(•kY"illL~ 
C'nrtis-Htoekville ... 

L. D ... 

........ 12S.O 
.... 23.0 

1 ~). 7 

··ilg:g 
----1, :2.1).3 

21.9 

3" VF Brick 
Earth Hoall .. 

. 

S. Clay 
Earth Hoad 

!Earth Road 

I 

l 
j• 

Awaits .App'l 
App~.on.•U 

~nhmitte1l 
Approvf'd 
SnllmittPd 
App~.OVf>(l 

RnhmittNl 
ApprovPd 
Suhmittt•d 
App~~Vf'd 

Approved 

Kot ~uhmittC'd 
" 

~~ot suhmittf'rl 

REMAHKS 

App~~ved Contract 75% t·omplPtP 
('ontruct 40% (•omplete 
Contract 40% complete 
Pltms approvt'd 
Plans approvt>cl 
Contract 40% complete 
Ht>dsiull cnlvt>rt untler c>onstructil,H 

1

20% Completf> RnrY"ey completf'! 
Complete All hills rejected 

1

'2•1% Completf Awaiting revi:-;ion of plan 
Complete Contra('t 20% ('Omplete 

!l5% Completf Ht>a<ly for bidding 
I Approved 
175% Complet Projpct statement he-ing revised 

I 
Com.~>lf'te Plans completP. awaiting FPd. action 

Awaiting alignment revision RtatfC>­
mPnt revised 

PrOjfC>ct statement und plans rPvl~<'ll 

I and extended 
.Ut"1% Completfl ~urvey complete 
)flO% Complete Survey complete 
I Complpte Revising plans 
I " ~urver complete 
1 Plans complete 
180% Complete Survey complete 
17:-i% Completf' Survpy complete 
180% Completf> survey complete 
1r.0% CornpletP BPing revised to em·er Center-

/ 
Creighton 

40% CompiPt<' 4urvey completp 
]70% Complf'tf' ~urvf'y complete 
I 
[75o/(1 Cornpletf' i;nrvey complete 
]!JO% C'omplC'te ~nn·e): complete 
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REMAl!KS 

·---·---·--------·--·-.. -------~-----'------------
au 0Yf'rton-Cozncl ..... ······\' 30.5 [60% Complet Survey (~Omplete 
40 HPllron-Bf'lviderc .. 15.75 m·.r;c Complete Rurvey complete 
41 l\Iax-Do~me ....... . ........... [ 13.1) 175% CornpletP ~urvey complete 
42 Sarg('nt-Taylor (Harrop).. --1 23.0 [-IOo/c Completr Survt"y ~omplete 
-n TPcumsC"h-Countv Line -1 17.0 ! 
4! Litehfield- \VPst County Line 3.5 ! ~nrvey complete 
-t:} Harrison-Forrest l{cservP . ······:::::·::::1 8.2r; 175r/r Complete 
-W HartlPy-~1cCook ... . --------1 17.8 ~ot sullln.itterl 175% Completr Survey complete 
47 l'leasnnton Hoatl ---.1 7.5 Apr;,ovpd l7!'1'7r- Completf' 
4S KP<lrney Hoatl -·j 10.0 !75'7"' ('omplet 

Indianola- UNl "'illO'iV ·· ·········-~ 8.0 Xot suhmittf'tl l!iO'f,, f'ompletf Huryey compleh• 
Hyannis- \Yllitmtm ... 12.9 I " lliW'/n f'omp}{•tf' Survey complete 
~t>wanl-Anrora ········~~~ "1"1,·."'0-~ I !!)0'/, ComplPt• ~urvC'y complett:' 
f-!t. Panl-<~rand !,.;land 12:-i':'r ('omplet' :-lurvPy l'OIDplete 
Pilp:Pr-f·Hnnton ---1 3-l,(-) ]7:)''~ ComnlPtf' ~nrve.v complete 
Fremont-Allles -1 ;;_w I C'onC"rt'tc · <'omph•tP Awaiting local aetion 
( 'enoa Alllion ......... \ 2-t-.0 lgartll Hoa( '-,.-,ct. ('.ompl"t~ ~urvev, ·"OWPI"te 
(~amh~ill~e-oxi~-~·(·i-- .... \ 32.::1 I " ]10':~ compl~t~ Awaiting re-s~rvey 
~chU;\'lPr-Columhus ............ 1 16 . .-. I !.-.nrt, ComplPh Hurvey complete 
Rrotl(lwntf'r-0:-thkosll ........ ] 2!1.0 I 110"i f'nmnlPt' ~urvPy complete 
HJo,)mington-Or1Pnns ····I 23.~ 1:10'~ romnlPtr ~urvey complete 
nloomi1:gton-"\lindf'n . I 3-!.a I !.IW~ t'omnlf'tt Survey ('Omplete 
Y:.ilt>J:tint>-:O:pnrk:-; ..... 1 2J.:i I !RO'/r ('omplPt+ !4nrvey eomplete 
\Y:Iltllill-Ho:--(Hlit~ . .[ Ht.O \ :2.)";( C'omplet1 ~urn•'' completf' 
Emt•J;iltl-lll•l't·hP:--:tf•r i 1!1.1 l1 ·:~w>; CornplPtl S\Jrvey <"Offi{llt•te 
Hou.!.!'ln~· lli.~hwa~·. (l ~t. Huntl. ......... i !~.:l j f'omplete Survey (•Om{llt>te 

> 
'/. 
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$562,00(),00() will be expended in highway construction and improve­
ment in the next 3 years, thru the partnership between the National 
government and the 48 states, created by the federal and road act, as 
the senate made $209,000,00() amendment to the road act concurred by 
the house of representatives. 

Nebraska upon the signing of the Bill will receive the following 
sums: 

$1,706,399.75-Fiscal Year 1919 
$2,()25,619.93-Fiscal Year 192() 
$2,133,284.14-Fiscal Year 1921 
Grand Total $5,866,303.83 

Built and forever maintained by the National Government, will also 
give us a system of STATE HIGHWAYS and a main COUNTY ROAD 
In every one of all the 3,014 counties in all our forty-eigp.t states. 

THEY WILL COST .......... . . ... $ 6,00(),()()0,000.00 

(NOTE-Our 260,000 miles of railroad lines are 
capitalized at .... . .................................. . 
IF BUILT IN 2() years, this means each year. 
OR FOR EA'CH PERSON EACH YEAR 
AND FOR THE AVERAGE FAMILY 

of four persons each year .... 

22,000,000,00().()()) 
300,000,000.00 

3.0() 

12.00 

BUT as New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, having only 
five per cent of the area of the United States, have one half the na­
twnal wealth, these nine states in the northeastern corner of our 
country will pay ONE HALF the cost of BUILDING and FOREVER 
AFTER MAINTAINING 142, 500 miles of National Highways in the other 
THIRTY-NINE STATES of the Union-Therefore 

I 
THE PEOPLE of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 'California, Colorado, 
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Ken­
tucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wy­
oming WOULD EACH PAY EACH YEAR FOR THEIR NATIONAL 
HIGHWAYS ONLY ................................... .............. -.......................... $1.50 
BUT IN THEIR BUILDING THEY WILL PAY BACK THEIR COST by 
loads two to eight times those hauled on poor roads. 
THESE THIRTY-NINE STATES OF THE WEST, MIDDLE WEST, and 
SOUTH ha've 390 Senators and Representatives in Congress-a MA-
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JORITY OF 124 VOTES. Therefore the WEST, MIDDLE WE·ST and 
SOUTH have the power to gain National Highways at HALF THEIR 
COST, and MAINTENANCE FOREVER. 
Why not demand that our Senators and Representatives vote for the 
building and maintaining forever by the National Government of a 

system of 150,000 MILES OF NATIONAL HIGHWAYS 
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FEBRUARY 3, 1919 
The mission of the Bulletin is two-fold: first, to encourage the use 

of the motor truck, especially for short hauls of freight, that the pres­
ent congestion of railway traffic may be relieved, and that food and 
labor may be conserved; and secondly, to urge the improvement of 
public highways as a definite reconstruction policy, 

A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
STATE HIGHWAYS IS NOW BEI<'ORE THE HOUSE 

A Road Legislation Bill was introduced before the House of Rep­
resentatives of the State of Nebraska, January 29th. 1919. The main 
provisions of the bill may be summarized as follows: 

Some eighty lines of roadways are mapped out to he designate:] 
State Highways. 

After January 1, 1920, each County shall maintain the whole of th•• 
State Highway system lying within the County, except such portion" 
as are within incorporated towns having more than 1400 inhabitants. 

The maintenance of such roads shall include improvement3 to the 
surface, to bridges, culverts, and other structure thereon. 

The maintenance of the State Highways by each County shall he 
under the direction of the State Board of Irrigation Highways and 
Drainage. 

When any County shall adequately maintain the State High wayc< 
within its limits, there shall be paid into the County treasury, out of the 
State Highway Fund, the actual cost of such maintenance. 

The State Highway Fund shaH be derived from the tax on all motor 
vehicles; such tax to be a minimum of 10 doilars per car and graduated 

• 
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to 60 cents per hundred pounds on all cars over 2,000 pounds. One· 
fourth of this fund to be placed in the County for the county road 
dragging fund, and three-fourths to be used for construction and mainte· 
nance by the State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage in the 
county where same tax is collected. 

This system of roads connect all the county seats, and 63% of all 
the people in the State live directly on these roads. 

On the fifteenth of each month the State Board of Irrigation High· 
ways and Drainage shall file with the County Clerk of each County a 
certified statement showing the total amount of money received, the 
total claims allowed and the amount of money available in the Fund 
for the maintenance of the State Highways in each County. 

THE BILL ALSO. PROVIDES FOR THE REGULATION OF 
TRAFFIC OVER THE STATE HIGHWAYS 

No motor vehicle in excess of seven and one-half feet in width, or 
twelve fet in height shall be operated on the system of State Highways. 

Motor vehicles shall not carry a load in excess of 600 pounds per 
inch of tire width. 

The weight of truck and load combined shall not exceed 7000 pounds 
on any one wheel, unless special permission has been obtained of the 
State Board of Irrigation, Highways and Drainage. 

The State Board may formulate such rules and regulation in re· 
gard to the use of and travel upon the State Highways as it deems 
necessary to promote public safety and to .protect the State Highways. 

Tbe State Board shall publish these rules and regulations in pam· 
phlet form, and furnish them, upon request, to the general public with· 
out charge. 

What has the State Board of Irrigation, High­
ways and Drainage accomplished during the 

last two years through the use of state and 

federal funds? 

(1) Plans and specifications have been .prepared for 952 miles 
of roads. 

(2) Sixteen hundred miles of roads have been surveyed. 
(3) Contracts have been let for 215 miles of roads at an aggre­

gate cost of $528,678. 

What kind of roads are being planned? 

All of the 215 miles of roads under contract are to be of earth 
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construction with permanent bridges and culverts, except 31,4 miles 
of sand-clay roads in Hall County, and 5'h miles of brick road in Lan­
caster County. 

How are the funds obtained to finance the hard 
surfaced roads? 

The cost of grading and an additional $2000• per mile is supplied 
from federal and state funds. The balance of the expense is borne by 
the County and the property owners adjacent to the roads. 
Does the present appropriation of federal and 

state funds provide adequate means to com. 

plete the improvement of roads as planned? 

It does not. Moreover, the Counties are not able, under the Con­
stitution to provide the money in addition to carying on their present 
county road system. 
How then, is it proposed to raise the additional 

money to complete the improvement of the high­
ways? 

By increasing the automobile tax and using a portion of the same 
to complete construction. 
What are the two bills that have been prepared 

by the Road and Bridge committee of the Ne­

braska Legislature and introduced before the 

House by this committee and the Speaker of the 
House? 

(1) A bill providing for the mapping out of some eighty-eight 
lines of roadway to be designated State Highways. 

( 2) A bill providing for raising funds for road improvement by a 
tax on automobiles and trucks. 

NOTICE: Since the dissolution of the Nebraska State Council of 
Defense, the Highways Transport Committee, acting upon request of 
the National Committee, will continue its work under the auspices of 
the National organization. The Educational Committee will continue 
the issuance of its weekly bulletin, copies of which may be obtained 
upon request from the State Chairman of the Highways Transport 
Committee. 

DOUGLAS COUNTY TAKES ACTION 

Douglas county is contemplating a bond issue of three million dol­
lars, of which five hundred thousand will be available for actual con­
struction each year. Federal-Aid funds will be used to get the roads in 
shape for permanent surfacing. Nearly the entire population of the 
county is behind the movement, and it is being pushed vigorously by 
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fat·mers', business, Commercial Clubs. Rotary Clubs, and The Nebraska 
Good Roads Association. 

NEBR,ASKA HOUSE ROLL 298 PROVIDES FOR A 
SYSTEM OF STATE HIGHWAYS 

The Bill which provides for the laying out or some f:igh-eight lines 
of roads to be designated state highways, is House Holl No. ~HS. 

The actual alignment of these roads is not definitely determined 
but the general location alone is given. The working out of the details, 
however, will not be difficult, as the' County Commissioner• and the 
State Highway Department are already agreed as to what the location 
or practically all of these roads should be. 

The accompanying map shows the principal towns connected by 
these roads, and the general location of the same. 

Some effort has been made to Increase the mileage of this High­
way System. This, however, would be Injudicious at this time, 1'or 
there will not be sufficient money derived from the automobile tax In tne 
average county to maintain the roads and get them In proper condition 
If there is any material Increase in the mileage planned. Alter these 
roads are put In proper condition, our Legislature can Increase thE mile­
age of the State Highways In proportion to the money that will b~ 

available year by year for road maintenance. 

Attention should be called to the fact that this hill <Joe• not refer 
In any way to federal and state aid, so that In case th.1.·e Is any money 
left in a county's apportionment after these roads are put in conditio11 
that money can be used Immediately on other roads in th.~ county. 

HIGHWAYS TRANSPORT COMMITTEES ARE 
DOING AN IMPORTANT WORK 

In the Highways Transport Bulletin of the Natlona.l Committee 
under date of January 14, the work of the Highways '"Pranspot·: Com­
mittee Is outlined as follows: 

(1) The establishment and maintenance of rural m.1tor tl'llck <'X· 

press lines and return loads bureaus. 
(2) The development of a systematic state-wide sy3t9m oZ motor 

transportation, Including a system of highways su1ta:11e fo;· motor 
transportation which will reach all parts of the state; 

NORTHWESTERN NEBRASKA IS NOT OBTAINING ITS PROPER 
SHARE OF FEDERAL AID 

Those interested In good roads in the western part of Nebraska are 
~ndeavoring to obtain the amendment to the Federal Road Law \'.'hich 
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provides that seventy per cent of the roads receiving Federal Aid must 
be laid out Post roads. Since Northwestern Nebraska lies largely in 
the sand hill and canyon hill regions, It is chiefly a grazing land with 
but few laid out post roads. The provision that Federal Aid and post 
roads go together means then that a considerable section of our state 
cannot avail itself of this opportunity, to obtain Federal assistance in 
road building. It Is hoped that the law may be amended to allow fifty 
per cent of the roads to be other than Post roads. 

ENGLAND INTERESTED IN HIGHWAYS T,RANSPORTATION 

The movement for better roads Is not confined to the United St»tes. 
A great deal of attention Is now being directed to the question of trans­
portation in England for improving hitherto undeveloped rural ar<>ac; A 
Select Committee of the House of Commons was recently appointed to 
Investigate the whole question of transportation on the Island. 

THE STATES ARE PLANNING TO SPEND LARGE SUMS ON ROADS 

About $300,000,000 will be put into road building this year, accord­
ing to estimates by experts of the Department of Agriculture, submitted 
to the Division of Public Works and Construction Development o!' lhe 
lJepartm~nt of Labor. But this amount will not be sumcient to n1ake 
up defened war construction, it is believed, for normally the amount 
spent on roads in the United States is not far below $300,000,000. and 
during war times road building came almost to a stop in many localities. 

Estimates of road expenditure for 1919 have been prepared by the 

Departm€nt of Agriculture as follows: 

Maine .............................................................................................................. $1,500,000 
Hhode Island ................................................................................................ ~o.ooo 

Connecticut! ................................................................................................. 4,000,000 
New York .................................................................................................... 12,{)00,000 
New Hampshire ......................................................................... ................ 175,000 
Kentucky ...................................................................................................... 1,50),000 
Alabama ........................................................................................................ l,OOO.COO 
West Virginia ........................................................................................ : ....... 16,00ii,OOO 
Illinois ............................................................................................................ 9,000,000 
Iowa ....................................................... , ........................................................ 15,571,000 
Louisiana ...................................................................................................... 4,674,000 
Texas .............................................................................................................. 20,000,000 
Nebraska ........................................................................................................ 1,657,089 
North Dakota .............................................................................................. 3,000,000 
Wyoming ...................................................................................... ............... 653,000 
Colorado ........................................................................................................ 3,900,000 
Calif om ia ...................................................................................................... 20,000,000 
Arizona .......................................................................................................... 900,000 
Nevada ............................................................ _ .............................................. 1,148,849 
Idaho .............................................................................................................. 1,000,000 
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PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS ARE URGED AS A MEANS OF 
PROVIDING EMPLOYMENT 

The extension of public works as a stimulus to Industry anrl as a 
means of providing employment for surplus labor is receiving much at­
tention in many states. 

Honorable Ernest Lister, Governor of Washington, In his rne~sage 
to the State Legislature said: 

"Speaking from the standpoint of the State, I believe It is our duty 
and responsibility so to adjust conditions that there will be emplo) men! 
available In the State for every able-bodied person willing to accept it." 

Governor Stephens, in his message to the California Legislature de­
clared: 

"Immediate employment for our returning men may be provided by 
pushing forward with utmost speed, the completion of the State highways, 
for which the people already have voted bonds. On this necessary work 
employmE-nt can be round for every California soldier who does nol se­
cure work Immediately upon his return." 

Governor Wlthycombe, of Oregon, announces that his State il~s a 
comprehensive road building program for this season which will employ 
3,800 rnPn. 

~ 

NORTH PLATTE HOLDS A GOOD ROADS MEETING 

A good roads meeting, with an attendance of 150, was held at North 
Platte, February 11. The object of the meeting was to promote Interest 
In road Improvement and to provide also a patrol system for the roads 
leading out of North Platte. It was estimated that $5,000 would be 
needed to carry on the patrol work successfully and purchase a tru~k or 
tractor and a highway maintainer. In twenty minutes' time all but a lew 
hundred dollars of this amount was subscribed. 

Before the meeting adjourned, a committee was appointed to draft 
resolutions approving the Highway B!lls now before the Legislature. 

REMEMBER THE ROAD INSTITUTE TO BE HELD MARCH 10 TO 14 

Remember that the second Nebraska road institute will be held on 
the city campus of the University of Nebraska during the week of March 
10 to 14, inclusive. 

Remember that the institute will be conducted by the College of Engi­
neering of the University of Nebraska with the co-operation of a number 
ot prominent Nebraska road builders. 

Remember that the subject for discussion could not be more timely. 
The state is entering a new era of road building. Our legislature is now 
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considering the enactment of new Jaws to provide for the construction of 
nearly 6,000 miles of state-aided roads. 

Remember that Nebraska engineers, surveyors, highway commission­
er•, county commissioners and other persons interested In the improve· 
ment, construction, and maintenance of roads are Invited to attend. 

Remember that It is hoped that each county will defray the expm•ses 
of one or more delegates to this institute. 

Remember that there will be no charge of any l<ind for attendance 
at the meetings. 

Remember that Inspection trips will be made to Lancaster county 
roads under construction. 

Remember that the program will be a live one. Note the following 
subjects: 

Nebraska's new road laws. 
Chango of the Federal Act of 1916. 
Financing hard surfaced roads. 
Construction and maintenance of diffeffrent types of road surfaces. 
Stone and gravel concreto work. 
Location and preservation of corners of land surveys. 
Preliminary survey for permanent roads. 
Sand hill roads. 
Tractors. 

OKLAHOMA TO HAVE A BONO ISSUE 

Oklahoma Is contemplating a bond Issue of approximately $50,000,000. 
Careful estimates have been made which show that a road In that. state 
can be built, touching every county seat in the state and yet not have 
a mJJeag~ In excess of 32,000. This amount of roads can: be constructed 
out of the $50,000,000 bond issue supplemented by such Federal Aid as 
may be received during the period of time covered by the construction 
of this system. ThP automobile tax is producing slightly over $1,0~0.000 
per year at the prJsent time and under the 1917 State Aid Act, Oklahoma 
Is now taking another $1,000,000 per year out of the gross production tax 
and applying it to state aid on the public highways. 

OMAHA REPORT OF HOG MARKETING BY TRUCKS 

A total of 21,486 hogs were hauled in trucks to the Omaha market 
during the month of January. There were 252 cars used In haul!n;;, of 
which 52 delivered directly to the packers. 

PRODUCTS WASTED IN THE SOUTH BECAUSE OF POOR 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 

Reports from the South indicate that In some paris of the country, 



great quantities of cotton on the ground have not been moved for want 
of adequate transportation facUlties. In many places also, tons of food 
have gone to waste for the same reason. In other Instances, ca,-Ioads 
of produce would have been available In large quantities In such locali­
ties, had there been transportation facilities for the distribution of these 
products. 

The mission of the Bulletin Is twt>-fold: first, to encourage the use of 
1 he motor truck, especially for short hauls of freight, that the present con· 
gestlon of railway traffic may be relieved, and that food and labor m:•y be 
conserv~>d; and secondly, to urge the Improvement of public highways 
as a definite reconstruction policy. 

HOW IMPROVED ROADS WILL AFFECT THE PRODUCTION AND 

MARKETING OF FARM PRODUCTS 

Improved roads will result tn lower transportation .,osts. The busi­
ness of farming Is very dependent upon the condition of the roads be­
cause whatever Is not produced on the farm must be hauled to the farm, 
and farm products must be hauled to the market. The farmer's profits 
are limited by transportation costs. If these costs are high his entire 
pro!Hs may be wiped out. For this reason the great agricultural prob­
lem of today Is the marketing, rather than the production of farm products. 

Improved roads will mean the favorable marketing of farm products. 
Market prices for even staple products vary greatly during the year. 
\Vhere bad roads prevail the farmer Is compelled to market his produce, 
uot when the price Is favorable, but when the roads are In condition for 
nanling. 

Improved roads will largely prevent the glutting of the market re· 
suiting from the moving of product In masses to the market merely to 
get It marketed while the roads are good. One result of good roads will 
be, then, the disappearance of the periodical congestion of our markets, 
and the accompanying break In prices. 

Improved roads will lower storage charges to a large extent. At the 
present time this country Is paying large storage prices on foodstull's. In 
Chicago the storage charges on grain equal 126 cents a bushel per year. 
when marketing Is distributed throughout the year It will mean that ol or­
age charges must decline as fewer warehouses will be necessary. 

Improved ro:ds will lessen freight congestion In two ways. Thb 
strain on ra!lway fac!lltles will be relieved through the use of the motor 
truck for short hauls of freight, and by the distribution of marketing over 
longer periods of time since the roads wiiJ be passable at all seasons. 

ImproTed roads w!ll preTent the waste of products which are not ef­
fectively used because not properly distributed. Apples, for exn~ple, 

rot on the ground in farmers' orchards because poor roads res)llt In prt>­
hibitlve transportation costs. Potatoes reta!l at high prices in cities wh!le 
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, only a short distance away they cannot be marketed at a paying price. 
Good roads would widen the market, increased available supplies, and 
equalize prices. 

Improved roads will encourage dlversltled farming. Farmers fOOner 
or later come to realize that It pays to raise other things than the staple 
commodities such as corn and wheat. But such products as fruits and 
garden truck are perishable. Speed of transportation from the farm to 
the unloading point Is essential. Dlversltled farming Is possible only 
when road conditions are favorable. 

Improved roads will Increase the area of land used for agr!cul!ur&l 
purposes. About each market or shipping point a circle may be drawn 
which will Inclose the area that can be cultivated protltably under exist· 
ing conditions. The size of this area depends on hauling facilities. lm· 
prove the roads and the area of protltable cultivation wm be enlarged. 
It the roads permit the use of motor trucks the area that may he cult!· 
vated widens still more. 

Improved roads will reduce the risks of farming. It requires courage 
to tarm because the whole business Is so dependent upa.n weather condi­
tions. Why add to the farmer's already difficult posltioo~~ the uncertainty 
resulting from unreliable roads Farmers by nil means need 365-day 
roads. 

BRIGHT PROSPECTS FOR MOTOR HAULING SAYS BABSON'S 

Babs->n's latest bulletin on advice to sellers under the heading 
"Trucks and Trailers Have a Great Future," contains the following: 

"A large vohtme of farm products Is wasted for lack of facilities tor 
getting them to market. Notably In Iowa and adjolnln~ ,-cglons, this situ­
ation Is being transformed by the introduction or motor .hauling. A motor 
truck travels from farm to farm collecting the surplus products and car­
rying them to market. On the return trip, the truck brings merchandise 
which the various farmers on the route have ordered. The syRtem, 
therefore, Increases not only the farmer's aales, but his purchases as 
well. The basis of this enlargement of trade Is the conservation of prod­
ucts heretofore wasted; It Is a genuine economic gain. We believe that 
the con11nued development of motor hauling Is a fundamental way to 
avert the evils of depression. Automotive transportation Is a major In­
dustry In Itself; It Is also correlated with the big in4dstrles produrlng 
road-building materials and equipment. Clients shoula g1ve close atten­
tion to this development, both for the sales opportunities and the larger 
benefits to business In general. 

WESTERN COUNTIES TAKE THE LEAD IN AGITATION 

FOR GOOD ROADS 

A. s. Mirick, Chief Road Engineer of the State, says that the western 
part of Nebraska Is outdoing the eastern In enthusiasm ror road Improve-
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ment; that farmers, business men, and all kinds of organizations in the 
western counties are ready to lend the heartiest support to any worthy 
movement to bring about better roads. Mr. Mirick further states that the 
convention of the Sixth Congressional District of the Nebraska Good 
Roads Association held at Sidney on the fifteenth of this month was the 
most successful meeting of its kind that he had ever attended. 

All reports from the Sidney Convention agree that' the meeting more 
than met expectations. The townspeople were out In numbers and many 
neighboring towns were represented. The people from adjacent ! owns 
arrived by train for the impassable country roads made auto travel out 
of the question. This situation made the subject of good roads very 
timely. 

Whatever the cause-whether western enthusiasm or the bad ~ondi· 
tlon of tbe roads-the Convention went on record In a .clear and, com· 
mendable manner as follows: 

It endorsed the good roads legislation proposed by the Nebraska Good 
Roads Association. 

It announced the intention of standing firmly behind any movement 
which will tend to bring Improved roads to Nebraska. 

It approved the work of the State Engineer and ·the system or roads 
as laid out by him. 

It agreed to call the attention of our state senators and representa­
tives to the proposed measures for good roads endorsed by the Nebra:.ka 
Good Roads Association. 

It resolved to ask our congressmen and senators to push the Sen a tor 
Smoot National Road Bill and Its appropriations. 

It endorsed the Road Institute to be held at the University o[ Ne· 
braska, March 3-10. 

It favored Motor Transport Service as outlined by the state bureau 
and urged co-operation with that bureau. 

It urged each county represented at the convention to form a tempo­
rary organization then and there which could later be converted In to a 
permanent organization for road Improvement. 

It took a stand on the problem arising from road construction over 
railroad right of way. Since it has been ruled that federal funds cannot 
be spent on such roads, it was resolved to ask our congressmen and sena 
tors to support some practical ·mea11ure which would give the state the 
rtght to condemn or acquire a sumcient width from such right of way aa 
was necessary for the highways. At the conclusion of the meeting nlnety­
elx were admitted to the membership of the Good Roads AssoclaUon. 

The next meetiDg of the sixth congressional district of the Nebraska 



Goods Roads Association is to beheld at Chadron about the ruidd!e cf 
February, 

SCOTTSBLUFF HOLDS AN IMPROMPTU MEETING 

A Good Roads meeting was held at Scottsbluff January 6, undCJ" th~ 

direction of the Commercial Club. About seventy business men Jllel at 
the Lincoln hotel where L. A. Winship, vice-chairman of the State High­
ways Transport Committee, and C. H. Roper, secretary of the NebrdRka 
Good Roads Association along with others, discussed the need of road 
improvP.ment and local organization to attain this end. 

The Convention ratified the action taken by the Sidney gathering, 
and aPPointed several commlttees,-one to consider legislative action on 
road lmprovement,-another to draw up plans for permanent county good 
roads organlzatlo~ and a third to arrange for a good roads meeting In 
Scottsbluff, preliminary to the Chadron meeting. It was voted to Rttend 
the Chadron meeting In a body. 

OGALLALA HAS A GOOD ROADS MEETING 

Sixty people attended the Ogallala good roads meeting held January 
.13. It voted to apply for State and Federal Aid; to obtain rural free de­
livery In order to secure federal funds, and asked that roads be desig­
nated for Improvement. The Community Club III join the Nebraska Good 
Roads Assoctatton ~ a club. 
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. A Suggested National Highway Polley and Plan 
E. J. Mehren 

"Ten years ago the hlghwa.ys of this country were subject to a 
tra.mc scarcely different from that whlc·h they had borne in Revolutiona.rv 
da.ys. In fact, the trafllc wa.s not much dilferent from that which the 
Romans had Imposed on their roads nineteen centuries ago. Indeed 
highway transportation ha.s changed to a. greater extent In the past ten 
years than It did In all the nineteen hundred years preceding. The motor 
vehicle Is responsible 1or this revolution In conveyance, and to It Is due 
the stress to which our roads are subjected. 

Growth of Motor Vehicle Traffic 

A decade ago the automobile was In its Infancy. Toda.y 6,600,000 
motor vehicles are In service, and of these It Is estimated that 600,000 are 



commercial cars, ranging from the light delivery wagons to heavy trucks. 
Figures have not been compfled as to the number of .passenger mflcs 
totaled In automobfles every year, nor as to the ton·mfleage of freight 
hauled. H. W. Perry, secretary of the Commercial Vehicle and Good 
Roads Committee of the National Automlble Chamber of Commerce, made 
an estl~te In 1916, however, that gives ground for an Interesting com· 
parfson. There were In use then 3,000,00il passenger automobiles. Allow· 
!ng an average of 5,000 miles per year per car, and assuming an average 
number of passengers per car as three; he obtained a passenger mileage 
per year of 45,000,000,000·. Since that time the number of passenger 
automobfles In use h~s Increased to 5,000,000 and even If we discount Mr. 
Perry's figures heavily and accept with the larger number of cars In 
use, his total of passenger miles, 45,000,000,000, we still find that the 
figures exceed that for the railways of the United States in the year 
1916, which was 34,000,000,0()0 passenger miles. In the same estimate, 
published In "Engineering Record" January 20, 1917. p. 112, Mr. Perry 
concludes that the commercial motor vehicles of the country performed 
a service of 3, 750,000,000 ton·mlles when there were 25(),000 commercial 
vehicles In use. He assumed an average of 50 miles ,per day, 300 working 
days per year, and two tons per load, with half the mileage traveled 
loaded. This appears to be a very liberal estimate, but If his figure is 
twice as large as the facts, the traffic would now, with a doubling of the 
number of commercial cars, have caught up to his estimate, and surely 
a freight traffic of 3,750,000,000 tons Is not a negligible Item. 

It Is not now possible to ascertain what percentage of this passenger 
and freight mileage was carried over rural roads and what portion over 
city streets. The figures are quoted merely to glve an Idea of the mag· 
nftude of the instrumentallty-the motor vehicle-which has Introduced 
the new and troublesome factor Into highway construction and main· 
tenance, and has raised highways Into one of the foremost of national 
problems. Another measure of the new Importance of highway trans· 
portatlon Is Indicated by the total annual expenditure for highway work. 
The Bureau or :{'ublic Roads gives the cash expenditure on highways tor 
the year 1915 as $267,000,000. This already large sum Is sure to be 
rapidly Increased because of the attitude on highway Improvement in 
every part of the country. It Is hardly necessary to call attention to the 
tact that two $50,000,000 bond Issues authorized In New York State have 
been followed by a $50,000,000 authorization In Pennsylvania and a $60,· 

000,000 authorization In Illinois. 
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